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Sir: 



The above-identified U.S. Patent Application corresponds to European Appl. 
No. 03018057.4. A Search Report issued on October 23, 2003 in connection with the 
European application. The European Searcher identified four references. The references 
identified in the European Search Report are listed on the attached copy of Form PTO- 
1449, and a copy of the U.K. reference is attached. The Examiner is requested to 
consider these references during the examination. 

Resp/cjfully submitted, 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited with the United States Postal 
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Appticant(s) 

Ryotaro Ishikawa et al. 
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1 August 19, 2003 


Group Art Unit 
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Lulko et al. 



5,316,504 



5-1994 



Jinno 



5,733,144 



3-1988 



Tsuji et al. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



NO 



2 162 702 A 



1986 



United Kingdom 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 



Form PTO-A820 
(also form PTO-1449) 



P09AmEV04 



Patent and Trademark Office " U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
SHEET 1 OF 1 



